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shrines of great antiquity. (8) Bithalang Akhra*, a building of recent
date, which is said to have been the largest and best endowed temple
in the old Dacca Division. The religious ceremony of nagar-kartan
is described as being peculiar to Sylhet District. It consists of a
torchlight procession in time of cholera outbreaks to propitiate Kali,
the wife of Siva, the All-Destroyer. A new religious sect has sprung
up among the Kaibarttas, founded about eighty years ago by a
certain Ra*m Krishna Gosain, a member of that caste, who Is tradi-
tionally said to have received his inspiration from a Musalma'n saint
He established an akhrd^ or religious community, in pargand Biman-
gal, where he now lies buried; and at the present day his disciples
refuse to touch either cow-dung or the leaves of the tulsi plant, both
of which things are held in veneration by orthodox Hindus, but
abhorred by Muhammadans.
There are three communities of the Brahma Samdj in the District
The principal one, which Is situated in Sylhet town, was established
in October 1862 by a native gentleman who occupied the post of
Deputy-Magistrate. For nearly four years the Sama*j had no fixed
home, and the few members were obliged to assemble In private houses
for the performance of their services. Their number, however,
gradually increased, and in 1866 a small building was erected by sub-
scription, in which the members now meet every Sunday and Friday.
In 1870 the numerical strength of the Samaj was estimated at about
50, of whom i was a pleader in the Court, 6 were students, 23 Go-
vernment servants, and the rest small landholders or petty traders.
The majority are natives of Sylhet, only 11 having come from Dacca
or other Districts. The other two communities of the Bralima SaraaJ
were established about 1866 In the rural parts of the District, one
at Tikghar and the other at ChhatdL Neither of these possesses
more than eight or ten members, but it is said that they are making
steady progress.
The Musalmans number 437,134 males, and 416,997 females;
total, 854,131, or 497 per cent, of the total population; proportion
of males, 51*2 per cent. They are most numerous in the thdnds
of Chhatak, Parkhul, MuMgul, and Sondmganj. In point of social
rank they take precedence of the Hindus, but Islim does not appear
to be now making much progress in the District. A convert, how-
ever, Is occasionally obtained from among the low castes of the Hindu
community, who change their faith from Interested motives. Nearly
the whole of the Musalma*ns of Sylhet are Sunis; only one or two